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Happy New Year -On behalf of all staff, we would like to wish everyone a healthy and prosperous 2026.

Dates to Remember:

Monday, January 5 1stinstructional day 2026

Tuesday, January 27 Home & School Meeting 7:00 PM

Tuesday, February 3 Grade 9 Photos

Friday, February 13 Schools Goals Day — No classes

Monday, February 16 Islander Day - Statutory Holiday (no classes)

Wednesday, February 25 Gr. 3 Parents Meeting 6:30 PM

Drop Off/Pick Up

If you are dropping off or picking up a child/student at the school, please remember that the bus lane is closed
to traffic from 8:15-8:45 am and from 2:00-3:00 pm. Also, if there is a bus in the lane with lights flashing at
any other time of the day, please do not enter the bus lane. Thank you for helping us to keep the children
safe.

School Cancellations

All Public Schools Branch (PSB) weather-related cancellations will be announced on local radio stations and
posted on the PSB website by 7:00 am. An announcement that “all classes in the public schools branch are
cancelled” means that there is no school for students. An announcement of a “system-wide shutdown”
indicates that all schools and offices are closed. In some instances, it may only be necessary to close an
individual school or a Family of Schools. Partial system closures or delays will be announced by Family of
Schools. Remember Gulf Shore is in the Bluefield Family of Schools.

One-hour delay

If a decision on cancellation cannot be made by 7:00 am, a one-hour delay will be announced whereby all
schools and buses will operate one hour later than usual. A further announcement will be broadcast by 8:00
am.

Late buses

In some instances, even in fine weather, buses may be delayed. Parents will be notified via radio broadcast
that a bus will be delayed (i.e. Bus #297 is running 30 minutes late).

School closures during the day

It may be necessary to close school partway through a school day. Detailed announcements will be made on
local radio stations and posted to the PSB website as early as possible.

At the beginning of the school year you sent in instructions on where your child(ren) would go in case of early

closure. If there is an early closure, we ask that you do not call the school unless you need to change those
arrangements.

Extreme weather during the school day

Should the department of transportation and/or the RCMP recommend that school buses remain off island
roads, students may be required to remain at school beyond their normal dismissal time (unless picked up by
a parent or designate). Announcements will be made on local radio stations and posted to our website.



On days when classes are in session, and the low temperature combined with wind provides a wind chill of -20
or below, students will not be required to go outside at recess or lunch, or remain outside upon morning
arrival.

Suggestions for parents

1. The final decision to attend school or to travel to school via school bus always rests with the parent.

2. Please do not drop children off at school unless you are certain that school is operating that day and
that staff are present to supervise the children.

3. Please listen to the radio and check the PSB website frequently between 6:30 and 8:00 am daily to
determine if schools are operating. Every effort will be made to have announcements broadcast by
7:00 am.

4. Please do not call the school, PSB office, or radio stations for information on cancellations or delays.
Such calls tie up telephone lines which may be needed for emergency use.

Thank you for your support. Together we will work to ensure a safe winter for all of our children.

Students Please Sign In/Sign Out
Students are reminded that if you are late arriving at school or you are leaving school before the end of the
day, you must sign in/out at the office.

Visitors Please Check In

We ask that all parents/visitors and guests coming to the school or the Early Years Centre, please check in at
the office for a badge. At no time, are you permitted to walk through the school without signing in. At end of
day, if students are being picked up, we ask that you please remain in your vehicle and your child(ren) will
meet you at their designated area outside. Parents are not permitted to go down to your child’s classroom to
retrieve them after school. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Yearbook:

Students at Gulf Shore Consolidated School have been working hard on the yearbook for the 2025-2026 year.
The finished product will be a 48-page, hardcover, full color book which will include photos and memories of
all classes from Kindergarten through Grade 9. As we are creating such a detailed, high-quality project, we are
working with Everest Solutions to help print and produce these yearbooks. Our goal is to keep the books
within a reasonable price range for sales in the spring; this is where we hope you can help us out.

We are selling space in our yearbook for advertisements of businesses, recognition of personal donations, and
contributions from the community at large. We hope you can provide a donation and help us keep the cost-
per-book at a price that all students can afford. In order to meet deadlines, donations need to be collected no
later than March 31%t. Cheques can be made payable to Gulf Shore Consolidated School and receipts will be
provided. Thank you in advance for any contributions you can provide. Our school and yearbook committee
truly appreciate your assistance. Please contact our yearbook advisors (Mme. MacNevin or Mrs. Driscoll) for
more details.

Kindergarten Registration 2026-2027 -

If you’ve missed the deadline to register your child for kindergarten for the 2026 — 2027 school year, you can
still do so by stopping in at the school to fill out a registration form.

Children must be 5 years old by December 31, 2026, to be eligible for

kindergarten

- Parents are reminded to bring a piece of Government issued ID verifying proof of child’s age.
- Verification of home address must also be provided, such as a current utility bill.

Music News:
Welcome back and happy new year! Early morning band will begin on January 13th. As early morning band
rehearsal begins at 7:50, please have students here at least 5-10 minutes early, so they have time to set up.

Phys Ed News:

Basketball is still going with our co-ed boys’ and girls’ team who did a great job of representing Gulf Shore
prior to Christmas break. Hard work and dedication to practice will be needed this month to keep our teams'
momentum, but our Sharks co-ed basketball players should be up to the challenge. The following is the game
schedule for the month of January:



Jan 6 @ La Belle Cloche (Souris) 430pm
Jan 13 @ Gulf Shore vs Morrell 430pm
Jan 20 @ Gulf Shore vs Queen Charlotte TBD
Jan 22 @ Belfast 6pm
Jan 29 @ Gulf Shore vs Grace Christian 4pm

Gymnastics will continue for the month of January. Parents should have received an email from Ms. Covey
before Christmas with all the information. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out
to Ms. Covey or Ms. Crossman.

Intramurals will be held daily in January -
Mon, Wed, Fri - Grade 7-9 (12-12:30PM)
Tue, Thu - Grade 5-6 (12-12:30)

Gulf Shore Home & School

Gulf Shore Home and School Board is a member of the PEI Home and School Federation, and they believe
participation of parents and guardians in the education of children is vital. So our goal as a Home and School
Association is to offer support to the school and help by being liaisons between the school and parents.
Home and school does this is multiple ways.

The Gulf Shore Hot lunch program:

NOTE: this is not affiliated with the provinces Healthy Food Program.

Pizza and Milk is available for purchase via our https://gulfshore.hotlunches.net

Milk is available 5 days a week and Pizza from By the Bay is available for purchase on Fridays only. If you are
new to the program, you can register your child (info on school website). Ordering is now open. Kristin LeClair
is the contact.

DID YOU KNOW? SUBWAY is now available WEDNESDAYS. to order check out
https://gulfshore.hotlunches.net/admin/

The Breakfast Program: Is running Tuesdays and Thursdays.

The students will be receiving a breakfast snack prepared and served by our Volunteers.

If this is something you would like to help with either by volunteering to prepare or serve, or would like to
make a monetary donation to help maintain the program please reach out to Ashley Ryder (Mondays,
Wednesdays, Fridays breakfast items are still being offered from the school)

Following are

Ways to get involved!! We always need volunteers.

#1 The Gulf Shore Home and School Breakfast Program.

The Program is up and running and has established a good routine and group of volunteers - But is always are
looking for more since sometimes our regular volunteers’ schedules may change and we may need some
additional coverage and help taking a shift. Whether its once a month, or on a regular schedule in order to
maintain this valuable program we NEED MORE HELP

Life of a Parent is 24/7 and we know life is busy however if you are able to spare some time, please reach out
to myself Dorothy Wakelin, or Ashley Ryder, or Kaitlin Cameron

#2 Consider Joining the Home and School Board a place to share and foster ideas and ways we can help
support the School.

#3 Support Fundraisers as they happen or play the weekly COSPEI GOLD RUSH
(https://cospei.goldrush.causable.io).

Every time you play it helps create opportunities for students at the school(s) you choose to support. It would
be great if you could take a moment to click on this link and Like or Share this morning's Facebook post
(https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067977702130).

Thanks for your support! Have a great day! Good luck!

News & Updates

BIG SHOUT out and THANK -YOU
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To ALL those that helped throughout the month of December. December was a BUSY month that required the
help and volunteering from lots of parents and caregivers with bake sales and events. The School Staff and
Students are always so grateful for everything Home and School hosts, none which would be possible without
the support of you all. Thanks to the support of those who helped but also supported the fundraisers in
December. We raised just over $800, which will certainly help with subsidizing bus fees for the end of year
school trip, and the purchase of new snow slides for the students.

January is a quiet month, as we all recover from the business that is December.

We hope you all had a happy and healthy break.

The next meeting will be on January 27th at 7pm it will be held in the Staff room at GSCS.

ALL caregivers of students are welcome to attend. We welcome and encourage you to get involved. And thank
you to all those that help out, from sitting on the board, too volunteering for jobs, contributing to bake sales
or staff appreciation meals : IT ALL helps and supports our School Family. Without the help of many, we
wouldn’t be able to contribute as we do.

Gulf Shore Home and School Association
Executives and Volunteers for the 2025/26 school year.

President - Dorothy Wakelin

Past President - Marsha LeBlanc

Vice President - Ashley Ryder

Treasurer - Charmaine Campbell

Secretary - Martina Cole-Gallant

Fundraising- Raeona Macleod

Milk/School Food Program - Kristin LeClair
Breakfast Program - Kaitlin Cameron/Ashley Ryder
Food for Thought Cupboard - Heather Doucette

Home and School News, January 2026 —

i 2026 Extra Mile Awards for Teachers/Staff

Local Home and School Associations can consider nominating a school teacher/staff person for going the
"extra mile" for students. The Federation is accepting nominations until Jan. 16. Find criteria and application
at: https://peihsf.ca/extra-mile-award/

i Resolutions drive real change

Together, parents and educators in Home and School help shape P.E.l.’s public education system through
advocacy resolutions presented at the provincial Annual General Meeting. Resolutions serve as the single
most important tool Home and School uses to influence change, with approved ones forwarded to the
government requesting consideration of improvements that benefit all island students.

Key Impacts: Resolutions request collective action on pressing issues like inclusive

education, anti-bullying, equity, and resource needs, uniting parent and teacher voices to foster policy shifts.
Guidelines: Identify issues through discussions with local parents and teachers, then follow guidelines and
examples at www.peihsf.ca/resolutions for writing and presenting clear, actionable resolutions.

Deadline: The submission deadline is Jan. 31. If you need help, contact the Federation office at
peihsf@gov.pe.ca / 902-620-3186.

i President’s Annual Reports 2025-26

Home and School Presidents are asked to submit their 2024-2025 annual reports to the Federation office by
Feb. 28. Jeana Maclsaac, Office Assistant, will send last year’s reports to each president in early January. All
reports will be compiled in the Federation’s Annual Book of Reports with copies distributed at the AGM and
posted at https://peihsf.ca/agm/.

i School Staff Appreciation Week, February 8-14

School Staff Appreciation Week is an opportunity for parents and students to recognize the dedication and
hard work of school staff: teachers, administrative support, educational assistants, and custodians. Set up a
small committee to brainstorm ways the school community can thank school staff. Keep plans simple!

i AGM & Convention, Rodd Charlottetown Hotel

Our 73rd AGM will be held on Saturday, April 18, 2026. Ask parents and teachers to volunteer to attend and
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represent your local Home and School Association. Home & School Associations are urged to pay for
delegates’ expenses (i.e., registration fee, gas, and hotel room). Book your hotel room Call the Rodd
Charlottetown hotel to book rooms at:

Each local may send up to five voting members, but can sponsor as many as would like to attend. Registration
details will be available in February, posted at:_http://peihsf.ca/agm

i Federation Board Nominations

Leading up to the AGM, the PEI Home and School Federation will be seeking nominations for the positions:
President, Vice President, and Directors for Charlottetown Rural, Colonel Gray, Kinkora, Montague, and Morell
families of schools; all are two-year term positions. https://peihsf.ca/agm/ Contact: peihsf@gov.pe.ca or 902-
620-3186.

i Messages from Public Schools Branch Trustees

Charlottetown, Zone 5 = Wishing all students, families, and staff a healthy and uplifting New Year. We extend
our sincere appreciation for your continued dedication and support. As your Zone 5 Trustees, we remain
steadfast in our commitment to collaboration, advocacy, and student success. We encourage you to join the
next Public School Board Trustee Meeting either in-person at Stratford Town Hall on January 8th at 7:30 p.m.
or online via website at Board Meetings and Minutes | Public Schools Branch. May the year ahead bring
progress, connection, and possibility for our entire school community. Andrew (amacfarlane@edu.pe.ca) &
Gaylene (gcarragher@edu.pe.ca).

Bluefield, Zone 4: Happy New Year, everyone! I’m Karen Clare, and I’'m honored to take on my Trustee role to
listen, represent, and advocate for the Bluefield Family of Schools. | also look forward to connecting with our
community as we support our students throughout the school year. Karen (kclare@edu.pe.ca)

Help make resolutions reality: P.E.l. Home and School Federation helps create
safe spaces for learning

Every New Year, we make resolutions we hope will change our lives. On Prince Edward Island, there is a
quieter kind of resolution that changes children’s lives — resolutions debated and passed each spring at the
Home and School Federation’s annual general meeting. These ten resolutions, drafted around kitchen tables
and school gyms, have shaped everything from what children eat at lunch to how their personal data is
protected online.

Over the past decade, Home and School resolutions proved that well-researched, community-driven ideas can
become provincial policy. The clearest example is the Healthy School Food Program, first advanced in a 2015
resolution calling for a universal free school lunch program. That single idea sparked a sustained advocacy
effort that helped lead to the creation of the non-profit PEI School Food Program Inc., which served 886,625
meals in Public Schools Branch schools in 2024-25 and was highlighted in both the Premier’s throne speech
and ministerial mandate letters.

Other resolutions moved just as quickly.

PROTECTING SCHOOL CHILDREN

In 2024, Home and School members raised alarm about children’s screen time, pointing out that PEIl youth
were averaging eight hours of screen use per day, four times the national recommendations. A resolution
calling for a policy on screen use in primary schools prompted the Chief Public Health Office to endorse the
initiative and the Department of Education and Early Years to begin developing guidelines for student screen
time in classrooms, turning a parental concern into concrete policy within a year.

In 2025, a very different kind of crisis galvanized families: the major PowerSchool cybersecurity

incident exposed sensitive records for more than 70,000 islanders. A resolution on protecting student, parent,
and teacher personal data demanded mandatory technical safeguards like encryption and multi-factor
authentication, penalties for non-compliance, data minimization, and stricter vetting of third-party providers
against federal privacy standards. By insisting that lessons be learned from a painful breach, parents signaled
that digital safety and trust in public systems are now central to children’s well-being.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

Some victories are about life-and-death preparedness. A 2016 resolution asked the government to fund
automated external defibrillators (AEDs) in all Island schools, recognizing that early access to an AED can be
the difference between life and death in a cardiac emergency. When the province later announced funding to
place these devices in schools, the Federation rightly pointed to that resolution as a catalyst for a safety
investment that benefits students, staff, and the wider community that uses school facilities.
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Other resolutions have tackled the very structure of the education system. In 2018, members called for a
revision of the Education Act and a return to an elected school board, arguing that a system run by appointed
members lacked democratic accountability. While the government initially declined the idea, by December
2020 the province committed to reinstating school boards with elected representatives, demonstrating how
persistent, principled advocacy works.

Health and safety inside school walls have also been front and center. After the troubled renovation of Three
Oaks Senior High School, including the removal of asbestos without proper protocols and disruptions that
shortened the school year, a 2019 resolution pressed for strict guidelines on school renovation and
construction. It called for public consultation, safe hazardous material removal, air quality testing, and
controls on noise, helping ensure that future projects protect both student health and learning time.

ONGOING RESOLUTIONS

More recently, families have used resolutions to respond to daily realities in classrooms and online. A 2025
resolution on behaviour resource support urged the Department to add at least 0.5 full-time equivalent
student behaviour intervention positions to school staffing, drawing on the Positive Behaviour Intervention
Supports model to create safer, calmer learning environments. Another 2025 resolution endorsed Canada’s
proposed Online Harms Act (Bill C-63), aligning PEI parents with a national push to hold social media
companies accountable for reducing children’s exposure to sexual exploitation and content that promotes
self-harm.

Climate change and road safety have not been ignored. A 2024 resolution asked that extreme heat, defined
using a Humidex over 35 degrees, be added to school cancellation criteria so that policies reflect new
environmental risks to student health.

Ongoing resolutions on school bus safety, including a 2018 call for two license plates on all PEI vehicles to
improve enforcement, reflect a long-standing commitment to making sure that the ride to and from school is
as safe as the classroom itself. And in 2021, the Home and School Federation worked to improve school bus
safety and heard concerns about vehicles continuing to pass parked buses as students enter and exit. The
decision was made to bring key stakeholders together to discuss the issues and actions to prevent potential
accidents.

CREATING CHANGE

Taken together, these ten issues — food security, screen use, data protection, AEDs, democratic governance,
safe renovations, behaviour supports, online harms, heat safety, and bus safety — show the quiet power of
resolutions written by ordinary Islanders. They started as ideas in local Home and School meetings and grew
into provincial programs, legal reforms, and system-wide practices that touch every child.

As January invites people to set personal goals for the year ahead, Home and School members across PEl are
drafting a different kind of resolution: one they will bring to the Federation’s AGM in April. There, local
resolutions will be debated, refined, and voted on, with the potential to become the next wave of change that
improves education and well-being for all Island children.

If you have children in an island public school, you are a member of a local Home and School organization.
Visit the Home and School Federation website and learn how to write an amazing resolution, present it to
your local Home and School and submit it to the Federation to discuss at our April AGM.

Will your resolution focus on solving bullying, child predators, funding for school playgrounds, best uses for

Al? You can make the change you want to see for our children’s future. Together we build better schools.
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Shirley Smedley Jay

Executive Director

P.E.l. Home and School Federation

PO Box 1012 Charlottetown PEI C1A 7M4

(40 Enman Crescent Rm 121 Charlottetown PEI C1E 1E6)
902-620-3186 / 902-218-8916
https://twitter.com/peihsf
https://www.facebook.com/peihsf
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