GULF SHORE NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER 2025

www.edu.pe.ca/qulfshore

Tel: (902) 963-7810 Principal: Anita Conohan
Fax: (902) 963-7815 Vice Principal: Klasina Driscoll

Best Wishes to you and your family for this Christmas Season and in the New Year!

DATES TO REMEMBER:

December 3 Gr. 6-9 Band Concert @ 6:30 PM

December 4 Grades 5-9 FI performance at Francois Buote
December 9 MADD presentation for grades 8-9
December 10 Xmas Concert @ 1:30 & 6:30 PM

December 13 Band student gift-wrapping station at Royalty Crossing 2-6
December 15 Christmas market sale

December 17 Islander Hockey Game — 1-9

December 19 Last Instructional day for students 2025
December 22 Joint staff day for teachers

January 5/2026 1*" instructional day 2026

January 27 next Home & School Mtg.

Conferences:

Thank you to all parents who participated in parent teacher conferences.

Thank You:

We want to express our sincere thank you to everyone who dropped off delicious food/goodies for the staff
during parent teacher Conferences. They were very much appreciated.

Music News:
The final early morning band rehearsal of 2025 will be on December 2nd. Early morning band will resume on

January 13th.

Thank you to all students for their work on Anne’s Chocolate fundraiser! Here is a note from our fundraising
coordinator about our upcoming fundraiser:

We will be having a gift-wrapping station at Royalty Crossing mall Dec 13th from 2-6pm. The mall has asked
for the band logo and will be promoting it on their socials. I can help get supplies organized for this event but
can't attend. I am hoping there are some families that like to wrap gifts that can take the lead (we can break it
down into 2, 2hr shifts). If you are available to help, please email me (jennifer covello@hotmail.com) and we
can get a group together and make a plan.

Band Concert -
Our grade 6-9 band students will be showcasing the great music they learned this fall at our band Christmas
Concert on Wednesday December 3/2025 at 6:30 pm here at the school.

Christmas Concert-

Our Gulf Shore Christmas Concert will be presented on Wednesday, Dec. 10/2025 with performances at 1:30 p.m. and
6:30 p.m. The students are excited to share their learning, and our variety concert will have something for everyone. We
can't wait to see you.

Physical Education News-

December is here which means the winter sports season is in full swing! Unfortunately, we did not have
enough interest to have a girls and boys basketball team this year, but we did form a co-ed basketball team.
Players have been practicing after school and are ready to begin the season. Good luck Basketball Sharks!
Schedule will be posted on our Facebook page when it becomes available.

Gymnastics-
Students will continue with their tryouts/practices during lunch break on Tuesday & Thursdays for the next few
weeks.
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Gymnastics schedule for December
Pre-Novice (grade 3 & 4) — Practice at Big Recess on Wednesday
- After school Practice Tuesday from 3-4

Novice (grade 5 & 6) — Practice at Big Recess on Monday

- After school Practice Thursday from 3-4
Bantam (grade 7) — Practice at Big Recess on Monday

- After school Practice Thursday from 3-4
* For practices could all students where clothing that is easy to move in such as shorts, leggings, sweatpants, t-
shirt *

Looking further ahead: Pre Novice and Novice Zone Competition is January 21 at West Royalty

School. Bantam Zone Competition will be at the end of January, time & location TBD.

More information to follow about practice competition, team selection and January practice schedule. Any
questions in the meantime can be emailed to Sherry Covey at slcovey@edu.pe.ca

Scholastic Book Fair:
Thank you to all students and parents who supported our Scholastic Book Fair during our Parent Teacher

Conferences last week. Because of your generous support, our book fair was once again a huge success. We
were able to use our rewards to purchase new books for our library and our classrooms. Thank you to all
volunteers/staff who helped keep the fair running smoothly. A special thank you to our extraordinary library
volunteer Katherine. You are truly amazing! Thanks for all that you do for the students and staff of Gulf
Shore.

Islanders Hockey Game:

On Wednesday, December 17 students in grades 1-9 will travel by bus to watch an Islander Hockey game at the
Civic Centre in Charlottetown. Permission forms have gone home with students, and we are asking students to
bring in $10.00 for this event. $5.00 is for the ticket and $5.00 to help offset the cost of the buses.

Kindergarten Registration 2025 - 2026
Kindergarten registration took place during the week of November 17 —21. If you have a child who will
be 5 years old by December 31, 2026 and you did not come in to register, please contact the school.

Children must be 5 years old by December 31, 2026, to be eligible for kindergarten.

o Parents are asked to register their child at their local elementary school during school hours. If you are
unsure of your school zone, please call the Stratford Office at (902) 368-6990 or Summerside Office at
(902) 888-8400 or toll-free at 1-800-280-7965.

e A registration form will be completed at the time of registration.

e Parents are reminded to bring a piece of Government issued ID verifying proof of child’s age, such as a
birth Certificate, PEI health card or passport.

e Verification of home address must also be provided, such as a current utility bill.

e Welcome to Kindergarten sessions for incoming students and their parents will be held at schools in the
spring of 2024.

For the Early French Immersion Program registration, please refer to the following:

Bluefield Family: Central Queens, Englewood, Gulf Shore, and Westwood: Contact Westwood Primary

Closures/Delays/Early Closure

All school cancellations will be announced on local radio stations and posted on the Public Schools Branch
website by 7:00 A.M. If all schools are closed, it will be announced that all Public Schools Branch schools in
the province are closed for the day. In some instances it may only be necessary to close an individual school or
a “family of schools”. Please remember that Gulf Shore is part of the Bluefield Family of Schools.

There may be times when it is necessary to close a school or a family of schools part way through a school day.
Detailed announcements will be made on local radio stations and school board websites. Please ensure that your
child’s homeroom teacher knows what your Early Closure Plan is for your child. If there is an early closure
during the school day, please stick to your child’s plan.

Gulf Shore Home and School: Gulf Shore Home and School Board is a member of the PEI Home and
School Federation, and they believe participation of parents and guardians in the education of children is vital.
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Our goal as a Home and School Association is to offer support to the school and help by being liaisons between
the school and parents.
Home and school does this is multiple ways.

The Gulf Shore Hot lunch program:

NOTE: this is not affiliated with the provinces Healthy Food Program.

Pizza, Subs and Milk is available for purchase via our https://gulfshore.hotlunches.net

Milk is available 5 days a week and Pizza from By the Bay is available for purchase on Fridays only and subs
from Subway are available on Wednesdays. If you are new to the program, you can register your child (info on
school website). Ordering is now open. Kristin LeClair is the contact.

https://gulfshore.hotlunches.net/admin/

The Breakfast Program: Is up and running each day.

The students will be receiving a breakfast snack prepared and served by our Volunteers.

If this is something you would like to help with either by volunteering to prepare or serve or would like to make
a monetary donation to help maintain the program please reach out to Ashley Ryder.

Following are
Ways to get involved!! We always need volunteers.
December is a BIG month with lots of opportunities to help.

o Consider baking something for the Christmas Concert Bake sale on Dec. 10th.

e Donate Items, Tape, gifts bags/ wrapping paper to the Christmas Market on Dec. 15th.
e Volunteer to work a shift during the market

o Donate supplies for the Pancake Breakfast and or volunteer to make and serve.

And as ALWAYS...the ongoing ways to help are.
#1 The Gulf Shore Home and School Breakfast Program.

The Program is up and running and has established a good routine and group of volunteers - But is always
looking for more since sometimes our regular volunteers’ schedules may change and we may need some
additional coverage and help taking a shift. Whether its once a month, or on a regular schedule in order to
maintain this valuable program we NEED MORE HELP

Life of a Parent is 24/7 and we know life is busy however if you are able to spare some time, please reach out to
myself, Dorothy Wakelin, or Ashley Ryder, or Kaitlin Cameron

#2 Consider joining the Home and School Board a place to share and foster ideas and ways we can help
support the School.

#3 Support Fundraisers as they happen or play the weekly COSPEI GOLD RUSH

(https://cospei.goldrush.causable.io).

Every time you play it helps create opportunities for students at the school(s) you choose to support. It would
be great if you could take a moment to click on this link and Like or Share this morning's Facebook post

(https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067977702130).

Thanks for your support! Have a great day! Good luck!
News & Updates

BIG SHOUT out and THANK -YOU to all that contributed to the Parent Teacher meal for the teachers during
Parent Teacher Conferences. There was plenty of food for both Thursday evening interviews as well as Friday.
The Staff greatly appreciates it.
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ITS BACK!!! The Gulf Shore Christmas Market: Is back for a THIRD year. It will be held on December
15th. This year we are hoping to receive enough donated items to give EVERY student the opportunity to come
and “shop” and can purchase an item for $1.00. Each student will be permitted to buy at least two items. If Time
permits, we will then open up the day to anyone else who wishes to come in and “shop” again.

To make this possible we are currently looking for donations of gently used candles, jewelry, mugs, decor,
office supplies, books, puzzles and trinkets. Those freebies you often collect at events are often great options
too for gifts

Each year we run low on items geared towards males, so these types of items are especially appreciated. BUT
please no clothing, stuffed animals or toys as we encourage kids to shop for the adults in their lives as opposed
to being tempted to buy for themselves. Exceptions will be made for things like new winter gear and hats. We

are also seeking gift bags and tissue paper wrapping paper and TAPE.

Please drop off any donations at the school by December 12th. or contact someone from the home and School
board to arrange Pick Up.

Home and School will also be hosting a Pancake Brunch - date to be determined. Stay tuned for more details
if interested in helping.

The next meeting will be on January 27th at 7pm in the Staff room at GSCS.

ALL caregivers of students are welcome to attend. We welcome and encourage you to get involved. And thank
you to all those that help out, from sitting on the board, to volunteering for jobs, contributing to bake sales or
staff appreciation meals : IT ALL helps and supports our School Family. Without the help of many, we
wouldn’t be able to contribute as we do.

Gulf Shore Home and School Association
Executives and Volunteers for the 2024/25 school year.

President - Dorothy Wakelin

Past President - Marsha LeBlanc

Vice President - Ashley Ryder

Treasurer - Charmaine Campbell

Secretary - Martina Cole-Gallant

Fundraising- Raeona Macleod

Milk/School Food Program - Kristin LeClair
Breakfast Program - Kaitlin Cameron/Ashley Ryder
Food for Thought Cupboard - Heather Doucette

COMMUNITY NEWS

The information provided is for information purposes and is not necessarily sanctioned by the school or PSB.

Home and School News, December 2025

% Extra Mile Award 2026

The PEI Home and School Federation presents awards of recognition to deserving individuals who work and
volunteer for the benefit of children and youth in PEI’s school communities. Nominate a deserving school staff
member for recognition by Jan. 16th. Details at:_https://peihsf.ca/awards/

i Resolutions = Positive change in P.E.I.’s School System

Resolutions are developed to address issues that can affect positive change in our school system for all students.
Your Home and School’s resolutions will be considered at the 2026 AGM & Convention on Saturday, April
18. Deadline to submit resolutions: Jan. 31. Check our online assistance: How to Write & Present a Resolution
/ Fillable pdf Resolution Form or call the Federation office for assistance with writing resolutions.

i School Staff Appreciation Week 2026
Set up a committee to plan for School Staff Appreciation Week, coming the week of February 8-14.
Brainstorm ideas for thanking all school staff for the contributions they make to our children and their

education. Keep plans simple!

% President’s 2025-2026 Annual Report
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Presidents are asked to start writing their annual reports, which are due by Feb. 28. Write about your
Association’s activities in a one to two-page report detailing Home & School’s accomplished and planned
activities, September to June.

% Add the following items to your Home and School agenda...
January 16 Extra Mile Award nominations deadline
31 Resolutions submission deadline

February 28 President’s Annual Reports submission deadline
March 01 Registration is open for AGM & Convention

06 Volunteer of the Year / Life Membership nominations deadline
April 18 AGM & Convention Speaker topic: Bullying
May 08 School Bus Driver of the Year nominations due

31 Parent Leadership grant final reports deadline
June  01-30 Associations elect new officers

% Kindergarten registration is open for the 2026-2027 school year

Island parents and guardians can register their child who is turning five years old by Dec. 31. Click on this link
to learn more about registering your child in Island schools.

%) COMPASS Report 2024-25
COMPASS is a comprehensive longitudinal study collecting student-level data from youth in secondary school
on various topics, including: obesity (e.g., BMI), sedentary behaviours, physical activity, mental health, healthy
eating and diet, substance use, bullying, equity and inclusion, school connectedness, academic outcomes, sleep

duration, and demographic characteristics (e.g., age, gender, income, ethnicity). Ask your principal about PEI’s
provincial COMPASS report 2024-25 is available at: https://www.livewellpei.ca/compass-project-0

Other community news...

**International Volunteer Day (IVD) is celebrated on December 5 to highlight the impact of volunteers
worldwide. The UN emphasizes the power of collective action, suggesting that if everyone volunteered, we
could achieve sustainable development goals such as food security, clean environments, and peaceful societies.
Volunteers are crucial in addressing social, economic, and environmental challenges, often stepping up in
crises. For more, visit https://volunteer.ca/international-volunteer-day/

**The Public Schools Branch’s newly elected Board of Trustees started their 3-year term on Nov.
1. Trustees’ names/contact are listed at: https://psb.edu.pe.ca/about-us/board-of-trustees

Message from the Charlottetown, Zone 5, trustees = Gaylene Carragher, and Andrew MacFarlane

“We re excited to introduce ourselves. You can see our bios at www.trusteeandrewmacfarlane.ca (902-200-
1804) & MEET GAYLENE | My Site (902-626-7432) and welcome you to reach out to either or both of us
whenever it’s convenient for you. As weve just stepped into these roles on November Ist, we re looking
forward to meeting you and hearing your thoughts, ideas, or concerns. We are happy to attend any upcoming
Christmas concerts, public meetings, etc., in December if you could send us a schedule of your events. All the

best in the upcoming busy month.”

Best wishes of the holiday season to you and your family!
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Shirley Smedley Jay

Executive Director

P.E.I. Home and School Federation

PO Box 1012 Charlottetown PEI C1A 7M4

(40 Enman Crescent Rm 121 Charlottetown PEI CIE 1E6)
902-620-3186 / 902-218-8916

https://twitter.com/peihsf
https://www.facebook.com/peihsf

Family Skate
The Gulf Shore Community Health Corporation is sponsoring a free family skate at the North Rustico Wellness
center on December 29/25 @ 2pm
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1st Step Basketball in collaboration with UPEI Panthers Basketball.

We are currently running a Fall/Winter Middle School Basketball League specifically designed for students
in Grades 7-9 who did not make their middle school teams. We want to ensure that al/ students—especially
those in Alternative Education programs—have access to sport, community, and development opportunities.

This league focuses on:

« Providing a positive, supportive environment for students who may not have made their school teams.

e Building confidence, teamwork, and skill development.

» Connecting students with university athletes and coaches as mentors.

o Offering a structured weekly program that encourages community engagement and healthy
recreation.

Program Details:

e Dates: November 23 & 30; January 4, 11, 18, 25; February 1, 5, 15

e Time: Sundays, 9 AM - 12 PM

e Location: Chi-Wan Young Sports Centre, UPEI

e Cost: $180 (9 sessions)

« Registration
Link: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=9KUeeE99IUAxGGaCQ8IbyywV2SKh
yrINfNG07goRmpuQ0jhCS0cxWijY4TIA2MIkyOVVBMzk4V1dTVj4u

We want to ensure that students who may benefit the most from an inclusive basketball environment have the
chance to participate.

If you have any questions or need further materials, please feel free to reach out. Thank you very much for your
support and for the work you do for students in PEL

Warm regards,
Nicolas Gonzalez Longarela
Ist Step Basketball

Iststepbball@gmail.com
© UPEI - Chi-Wan Young Sports Centre
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